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Christ Lutheran Church
6500 E. Stearns Street
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Phone 562-598-2433
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Preschool 562-594-6117
www.clclb.com
Welcome to worship! We’re glad you’re here!


To assist in your worship:

bold print means we respond together 
* means stand as you are able, 
+ you may make the sign of the cross should you so desire.

TODAY’S WORSHIP THEME
In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world.
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Our liturgy is taken from:
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20338.
Reprinted by permission under CCLI license # 230154. All rights reserved
Reprinted by permission under  2023 One License #A-706154. All rights reserved
PRELUDE                                                                                                 Roger Halvorson  
                                                                                 
WELCOME  AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God._______________________

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation.
Amen.

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of life, you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be messengers of your peace. We confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources, and our security. We nurture conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of our neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have mercy on us.
Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. Where we are reluctant, give us courage. Where we are cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with your grace
and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. Amen.

Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall know the salvation of God. Amen.



*GATHERING SONG              Joy to the World                                       ELW 267 
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*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE           Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!                          # 288
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together. A brief silence. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.______________________

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE After this time, children will be invited to Sunday school.  They will return during the passing of the peace.
[bookmark: _Hlk140851743]
[image: A sheet music with text and notes

Description automatically generated] *GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         Go Tell It on the Mountain                                  # 290

 *GOSPEL                                   Luke 2:1-20          Pew Bible New Testament Pg. 59

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 1st chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
The reading concludes: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.


SERMON                                                                                        Pastor Laurie Arroyo


*SERMON SONG                  Once in Royal David’s City                             #269 
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*NICENE  CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the  forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
 
Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves. 
A brief silence.
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is Great.

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant grace. Amen.

*SHARING OF PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.
OFFERTORY                                                                                    
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together: God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen.
MEAL___________________________________________
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus.


*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING				     

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord,
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
We praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*SONG OF THANKSGIVING       Love Has Come                                     # 292
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

… shining with the light of your Son, as we proclaim the mystery of faith, 
Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.
 *LORD’S PRAYER 							     
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.


DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
We believe that this is Jesus' table. All are welcome and invited to commune.  We serve communion by “intinction”; receive the bread and dip it in the chalice of red wine. Currently we are offering individual communion cups as an alternative to intinction if you so desire. Both wine and grape juice (white) are offered in the tray.  Gluten free bread is available; let your server know. Should you choose not to commune, please come forward to receive a blessing. Please cross your arms across your chest.


INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION SONG                 Away in a Manger                                    #277 
[image: ]
[image: ]                                       O Little Town of Bethlehem                               #279

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray together. God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
SENDING__________________________________________
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth,  and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever. Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk152060575]*SENDING SONG                     Silent Night, Holy Night      #281 (All verses, may repeat)
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*DISMISSAL
Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim the good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE                                                                                    Roger Halvorson



[image: Free Religious Christmas Clip Art, Download Free Religious Christmas ...]



























CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
	          
Interim Pastor                                            Rev. Laurie Arroyo, lauriethere@msn.com
Office Manager                                Kim Croes, officemanager@christlutheranlb.com
Preschool Director                                                          Lisa Clinton, info@clplb.com
Interim Choir Director                                              Kim Philips, kimsings@msn.com
Accompanist								   Roger Halvorson
Percussionist						                 Nathan Latiolait
Missionary to Colombia  						   Linda Gawthorne 

It is our joy to worship with your whole family this morning!

We encourage everyone of all ages and abilities to worship together. If you do need to take a "time out",  please do so in the narthex (gathering space at the entry), and return to worship when you are ready. A changing table is located in the restroom off the narthex. Activity bags, filled with crayons, paper and storybooks, are available in the narthex. Please ask an usher if you need any assistance.

  
Mission Statement
Living by Christ’s example, we welcome, serve, and love all through God’s grace.

Vision Statement
Embracing the truth that God’s love and grace is for all, Christ Lutheran Church is a vibrant and active community spreading the good news through acceptance, action, and benevolence.

Our Position
Christ is ALIVE!

LIKE us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/christlutheranlb

Write a review of Christ Lutheran Church on YELP  
2
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Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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1 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er - more.
Calls you one and «calls you all to gainthe ev - er - last-ing hall.
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is bormm to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for  this!
Christ was born  to save! Christ was born  to save!

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.
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Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain
) A—  — .  —-—  N— T T
— : ! B . — i | 1
. I 77 A A A 4 i_‘_
J s
Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ty - where;
n 1
)7 A | ] - } ) | | I }
— : JI f | [ = !
A\IV = [ " — b [/
J =i
go tell it on the moun - ftain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
g 2 o e e e E—— !
§— 7 %@ ¢ & ¢ 6+~

I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;

Refrain
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual
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Once in Royal David’s City
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid’s cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is Godand Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a  moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’'n a - bove;
we shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil- dren on to the place wherehe is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath - er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876
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What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?

Good Chris-tian, fear;
The

for sin-ners here the
King of kings sal - va-tion brings; let

si - lent Word is plead-ing.
lov - ing hearts en-throne him.

0 u .
hd hd | 4 4 | Il
e e e e e e e e e e e e
\:JV I — _ e & i
r X
This, this  is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and  an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borme for me, for you;
Raise,raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy. joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898

Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
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1 Love has come— a  light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love 1s born! Come, share in the won - der. Love 1s God now a -
3 Love has come and nev- er will leave us! Love 1s life ev-er-
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Beth-le - hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last - ing and free. Love 1is Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Born un-to
what is the name her heart 1s say - ing? Love! Love! Love 1s the
Love 1s the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love!  Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950
Music: UN FLAMBEAU, F. Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provencale, 1856
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




image9.png
Congregation: Congregation or Assistant:

5 — |
5% — T o ™ |
Ol = =7
Lamb of God, you ke a-way the sin of the
Jou break the chains of ha-ted  and
Jou ae the way of jus-tice  and
Jou ae the way of mer-cy and
— s T o
& = St s &
world have mer - cy onus, mer - ey on us,
fear
Py Fin:lSunz: e
. “ongregation or Assistant
skl e = i § = 1
mercy o ous Lamb of God., you
Congregation:
5 N
= —— T ]
o =
tke a-way the sins of  the world: gt us peace,
p— i : : 1
= = = \ t i |
Ol =

erant us peace, erant  us peace.




image10.tiff
Away 1n a Manger
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ev-er and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
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down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten - der care and fit us for heav-en, to

Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905

live with you there.
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O Little Town of Bethlehem
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and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!

where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908

dear Christ en - ters
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Lord Im - man - u - el!
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Silent Night, Holy Night!
Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht!
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peace, sleep in heav - en- ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885
Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber, 1787—-1863
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Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord s come! Let earth re -
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sing, and heav’n, and  heav'n and na - ture  sing.
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found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872




