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Dear friends in Christ,

Mission support may not sound like a big deal.  But it is!  Mission support is the portion of your offerings that our congregation shares with the Southwest California Synod and the churchwide organization (ELCA) for God’s mission beyond our location. This support is the lifeblood of the work that God does through the ELCA.  These offerings provide about 80% of the resources that enable the ELCA to start new congregations, renew existing ones, provide resources for learning,  develop new leaders, support churches around the globe, work for justice, end poverty and so much more.  That’s a big deal!

We use some foundational principles to encourage mission support and good practices in stewardship.  These include:

Our Lutheran identity that helps us understand ourselves first to have received all that we have from God.  Receiving these gifts is based on recognizing God’s grace, accepting these gifts freely and appreciating God’s generosity.  Having received, we respond by returning a portion to God. This giving takes many forms – time, talent, financial resources – and reflects our core practice of being Christ’s disciples.  

Our historic practice is that individuals and congregations are encouraged to practice first-fruits giving.  This means giving the first 10% or more beyond the walls of our home and congregation.  This is a regular practice at Christ Lutheran and a growing number of our members seek to tithe.

Our 21st century strategy is important as we move toward the 25th anniversary of the ELCA.  Like our churchwide organization, we want our congregation to be a growing center for evangelical mission.  We want to build the capacity for witness and service in the world to alleviate poverty and to work for justice and peace.  As part of that commitment, we will cooperate with our sister congregations in the Long Beach conference, as well as those in our Synod, as we LIFT (Living Into the Future Together).  This program will focus on our mission locally, synodically and nationally. You will hear more about this effort early in the year.  

The challenges are great and so are the opportunities.  This is an exciting time to be the Church!  Thank you for being a part of this community and for your support.  



- Pastor Jim  
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

The music department of Christ Lutheran Church wants to thank you for attending their annual Christmas Concert Sunday, December 11.  Singing to a church filled with people is a blessing to us.  The offerings collected that day totaled $623.00 and will support special projects and provide instrumentalists for Easter worship.  

Loose Threads

Sewing enthusiasts of all skill levels are welcome to bring sewing projects to the social hall for fellowship and/or assistance on Sunday, January 8th at noon.

[image: image2.png]



New Hope

A group offering support and an opportunity to share for those dealing with loss meets Sunday, January 8th from 4 – 5 p.m. in the Conference Room.  You are welcome to attend.  Pastor Jim can provide more details about this support group.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++
EPIPHANY REHEARSALS BEGIN

Epiphany is the time in the church year when we are invited to come and see who this one born in a manger will be, and to discover what this one born to a young woman might mean for us and for the world.  We are invited to "come and see" who Jesus is. We are reminded that God's forgiveness and love proclaimed in Jesus Christ is meant to be good news for us and for all people. As we encounter Christ, our lives are changed.

One way to strengthen your faith is to participate in one of the musical ensembles of the congregation.  Through song, music preparation, and discussion you can grow spiritually.
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Hand Bell Choir meets for the first time this year on Tuesday, January 3 from 6 – 7 p.m. in the Loft.  The ability to read music is required.  Another ringing group for beginning ringers would be formed if 12 people were interested.  

Cherub Choir, for preschool youth ages four and older, meets for the first time in the New Year on Thursday, January 12 from 4 – 4:30 p.m. in the Social Hall.

Junior Choir meets each Thursday beginning January 12 from 4:45 – 5:30 p.m. in the Loft.  Youth kindergarten and older are welcome to come and sing and ring!
Chancel Choir meets each Thursday, beginning January 5 from 7 – 8:30 p.m. in the Loft.  This ensemble is a traditional SATB choir.

Talk with Marilyn for more information. 

*************************************
Congregational Meeting

January 22, 2012

12:00 pm

In the Social Hall

Save the date and plan to attend!

All of CLC's younger, confirmed members are encouraged to attend.  This first meeting of the year is very important in planning resources for 2012 and you have a voice and a vote!

*************************************
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CONFIRMATION COMMENTS

Confirmation and LOFt activities resume Wednesday, January 11.  Youth in grades 6 – 12 come together for dinner at 5:30 p.m.   After games and a skit, presented by members of LOFt, confirmation students continue their study of Luther’s Small Catechism while LOFt youth meet with Courtney Cover and Todd Warren for Bible study and other activities. The evening ends when the two groups come together for a closing prayer at 8 p.m.  Youth are members of Christ – Downey, Gloria Dei, Resurrection, St. Luke’s and Christ – Long Beach participate.  
On January 11, 7th grade youth are scheduled to assist with set up at 5 p.m. and to bring cookies for dessert.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Miller Children’s Hospital Volunteers

If you have been in the hospital, you know how special visitors are during your stay. This is especially true of infant and children hospital patients. There are two opportunities to bring some joy to these little patients. If you visit http://www.millerchildrenshospitallb.org/giving/volunteer you can select from one of two volunteer positions to request more information about. One program is the Grandparents Program which visits 
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EDUCATION OPTIONS

EACH SUNDAY

All ages have the opportunity to attend classes each Sunday during the Education Hour at 9:15 a.m.  

Courtney Cover, Amanda Croes and Shannon Timney, along with assistants from KFC and CREW, meet students - age 3 through 5th grade -- in Room 9.  Songs are sung.  Stories are told, and projects are 
created each week.   

Adults continue to have the opportunity to 
study with Pastor Jim each Sunday.  This class meets from 9:30 – 10:15 a.m. in the Conference Room of the church office building.  Make your commitment to education a priority this year!
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
children who are in the hospital for an extended stay. The other is the NICU Cuddlers’ Program. The Cuddlers’ program requires a little more of your time in that you must be available for 4 hour shifts to sit and simply hold the infants in the NICU.

Not only is this a wonderful gift of your time to the infants and children, it also is a blessing to their parents who may not always be able to be with their children at their bedside. If you end up volunteering, please share with Courtney. I would love to hear your experience.

January Youth Ministry Calendar
Mon. January 1st: Happy New Year! Begin 2012 with worship at 10am
Sun. January 8th: Sunday school at 9:15am. See you in Room 9! Remember, all January long-double tickets for attendance!
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Mon. January 9th: 6pm Mardi gras 

Planning Meeting for ALL youth and parents. No homework night will follow.

Wed. January 11th: 5pm KFC Meeting for Middle School Youth and Parents

5:30-8pm Confirmation and LOFt

Sun. January 15th: Sunday School at 9:15am.

Mon. January 16th: NO Homework Night (MLK Holiday)

Wed. January 18th: 5:30-8pm Confirmation/LOFt- New Orleans Prep Bible Study #1
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Fri. January 20-22: ELEMENTARY WINTER CAMP AT EL CAMINO PINES

Sun. January 22nd: Sunday school at 9:15am.

Noon, Congregational Meeting for all confirmed members.  

Mon. January 23rd: 6-8pm Finals Homework/Study Night. Bring your dinner!
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Wed. January 25th: 5:30-8pm Confirmation/LOFt Finals Study Night. Bring your study materials, we will hit the books before you finish off your finals week!

Sun. January 29th: Sunday School at 9:15am.

Monday, January 30th 6-8pm Homework Time

****************************

Preschool News
Thank you to the CLC youth, Courtney and Marilyn for baking cookies with our children!  Some of them were a little shy at first, but they had a lot of fun!  Even our infants and toddlers joined in on the fun (.   What a fabulous way to get into the holiday spirit!

Our Christmas Program was Friday, 12/16 and once again our children did an amazing job!  Our stable animals, Mary, Joseph, the innkeeper, the wise babies, the drummer kids, and the angels all came to celebrate the glorious birth of our Savior in our program, “Who is Coming to Our House?”  They are so precious at this age.  This is one of my favorite special events as it always helps me to remember what we are celebrating during this busy time of year.

The week before our winter break, we had the John Tracy Clinic come out for free hearing screenings and we opened our Christmas Store.  It was very interesting to watch and see what each child decided to pick out for their parents.  I hope the parents enjoyed their gifts as much as the children enjoyed getting them.

I hope you had a wonderful Christmas and I wish you all a very Happy New Year!

​                              -Lisa Clinton
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CLP BUYS A FARM

Well, not exactly the farm, but animals you find on a farm.  Our Christ Lutheran Preschool has combined their weekly Chapel offerings with the offering at their annual Christmas program and some special gifts from congregational members to purchase a family farm through the Good Gifts catalog of the ELCA.  

We chose God’s global barnyard and purchased a cow, a couple of goats, ten chicks, two pigs, a duck, farming tools – plus training and marketing support to help a family farm its way to a fresh start.  With new tools and techniques, crops will grow bigger and stronger than ever before.  Eggs, milk and meat from farm animals will provide enough food to eat and sell on the market, helping a family escape the cycle of hunger and poverty for good.  

The family farm was purchased for $715.  We thank our Preschoolers, their parents, congregational members and others for their generous sharing that made this gift possible!  
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                                                          REMEMBER IN PRAYER                                                                                      
MEMBERS
At Home/Care Centers Velma Fischer, Jean Johnson, Mikki Nemnich, Ina Olsen, Eunice Richardson

Illness/ Therapy – Louise Bartlow, Ruth Benner, Byron Bruner, Tracy Burkard, Tom Chumley, Dottie Fuelleman, Dorothy Henriksen, Helen Krogstad, Nancy Lee, Robert McGee, the Murray Family, Dave & Pat Nell, Ron Nelson, Mary Sargent, Bary Schlieder, Erin Tidwell.

Family & Friends - Jim Barnes, Leah Bootman, William Bornemann,  Adam Cannon, Claire Cappadona, Irma Catton, Fred Conrad, Collin Cunningham, Nancy Dionne, Devon Feidler, Clara Fokken, Lary Freeman, Sandy Germain, Nancy Hamm, Anne Harrington,  Ann Horner, Helen Horner, Steve Howard, Margaret Jorgensen,   Logan Keene, Katrina Lahr, Arnold Levin, the McGee family,  Lori Mansfield, Paul & Martha Mansfield, Jo McInnis, Nancy Montano, Anne Morgan, Steve Nelson, Elizabeth Noel, Yadi Paige, Ellie Panos, Ryan Pearman, Valen Bachrack-Perron, David Pierce,  Jim Pierce Jr., Marsha Plaisance, Eric Poe, Michael Ramsey, Kristina Randolph, , Bill Reynolds, Mike Richardson, David Sarvela,  Don Seymour, Ruth Sierich, Larry Sutton, Perry Taggart, Sally Thompson, John Velarde,  Don Walker.

Those who grieve – family and friends of Leo Berg, uncle of Linda McGee, who died last Monday.  
ALSO PRAY FOR – 

Danny Bolin, John Capps, Aaron Crayton, Nicholas Feidler, Nicholas Flournoy, Kay Griffiths, Micah Kirlin-Hackett, Ernie Luna, Johnny Luna,  Davis McElwain, Shawn McRae, Jim Reeder Tim Sanchez, Kenny Sheets, Shane Sluss, Jonah Westcott, Joshua Wauchope and those serving in our nation's military.
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PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS 

Please make your requests for the prayer chain through the church office, or Pastor Jim directly, so that we can offer full support of the situation and answer any questions that come our way.  Thank you very much.
****************************************
THANK YOU

We express our thanks to the members and friends of Christ Lutheran Church who remembered us at Christmas.  Your beautiful cards, thoughtful gifts, and generous sentiments increased our joy in this holy season.  Thank you for all you do year ‘round in the activities of our congregation; but our sincere thanks for your special gifts at Christmas.  May the Lord’s blessings be yours in 2012!

-Christ Lutheran Church staff
####################################
THRIVENT CHOICE $$

If you own any Thrivent Financial for Lutheran products, you may be eligible to designate Thrivent Choice dollars to agencies of the church.  Christ Lutheran Church and Christ Lutheran Preschool are both registered to receive funds through this program.  Check with your agent for more details.

###########################
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01/02     Beverly Koenen

01/02     Jared Petrbok

01/05     Bary Schlieder

01/06     Barbara Westerhoff

01/07     Kristine Trost

01/09     Louise Bartlow

01/09     Matt Green

01/09     Jennifer Latiff

01/11     Melissa Biel

01/11     Ron Lane

01/14     Justin Nicklas

01/14     Gabe Tostado

01/16     Linda McGee

01/18     Betty Dahl

01/18     Kathy Klute-Nelson

01/20     Marvin Moon

01/22     Corrine Nicklas

01/22     Gloria Tadlock

01/24     Rob Randig

01/24     Ashley Richardson

01/27     Nathan Latiolait

01/30     Emily Sheets
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Happy Anniversary
1/21     Richard and Laurie Ennen 

Deadline for next newsletter:

January 15, 2012
Columbarium Corner
"Whenever we look at pictures of old, country churches they usually have a cemetery adjacent to them.  We at Christ Lutheran are privileged to have our Columbarium and Memorial Garden adjacent to our sanctuary as a final resting place for our loved ones.

A few years ago, my wife was diagnosed with stage four ovarian cancer and not given much hope for a cure.  As part of our praying, crying and discussions, the thought of her final resting place was a major topic.  Her first consideration was to have her ashes scattered over the beach but after further discussion, we decided that the most desirable location was in the Columbarium here at Christ Lutheran Church.  This has proven to be a very proper location and has met our families' needs completely.  In particular, I am pleased that I can talk with LU each time that I enter the Sanctuary and greet her when we share the peace as part of worship.

Planning for the final resting place of our earthly remains is not a process that compares to the joy and pleasure of thinking of our souls in heaven; but it is a subject that should be addressed while we are still on earth and above ground.  I would recommend that all members of the congregation and their families take the time to address their plans for a resting place before the need arises.  It will give you and

your family peace of mind to have this decision made at a time when the loss of a loved one is not eminent as was my situation."
                                --Phil Peterson
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If you desire further information, please contact a member of the Christ Lutheran Church Columbarium Board of Trustees by calling the church office, 562.598.2433.
Using Bank and Credit Union Bill Paying Services to Make Your Contributions to Christ Lutheran is So Easy

Many Christ Lutheran members make weekly, bi-weekly and monthly contributions through Bill Pay services offered through their bank or credit union.  There is no need to search for your checkbook and contribution envelope each week—then you can enjoy the music during the offertory on Sunday morning knowing that your offering has been taken care of.

Contact your financial institution for details on their specific program; indicate Christ Lutheran Church (6500 Stearns St., LB, CA 90815) as payee and be sure to include your envelope number for the convenience of our tellers. 

"Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do.  On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come."   1 Corinthians 16.1-2A.

Sons of Norway to Begin Meeting at Christ Lutheran

Sons of Norway, (Fridtjof Nansen Lodge #6-009, Long Beach, CA), president, Troann Mortensen Loy has arranged for this group to begin meeting on our campus, Saturday, January 14, 2012.  They will continue to gather here every second Saturday of the month to celebrate and promote Norwegian culture.
Troann, a former CLC and Lord's Joyful member, is very excited to bring the Sons of Norway to her former church home.  She has already run into the mother of a long time friend and is hoping to catch up

with more old friends. 
 If you have an interest in discovering your Norwegian roots, please call Troann at 714.963.4830.  They would love to have you join them.
The mission of Sons of Norway is to promote and to preserve the heritage and culture of Norway, to celebrate their relationship with other Nordic countries, and to provide quality insurance and financial products to its members.

The Society Page

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemorations Sunday, January 15th 
Two Good Choices:

--Community Wide 20th Annual Interfaith Celebration
Gospel Memorial Church of God in Christ

1480 Atlantic Avenue, Long Beach, 3 - 5 p.m.
--Southwest California Synod Lutheran Celebration
Ascension Lutheran Church 5820 West Bl. (near Slauson) Los Angeles, 3:30 p.m.

*************************************
Thanks for Your Gifts to Alternative Christmas.

Presents were given to families of We Care, Seafarers through Lutheran Maritime Ministry, sheep through ELCA Hunger Good Gifts, and many others.

*************************************
CHRISTIAN OUTREACH IN ACTION DINNERS

Thank you very much for always being so generous when we ask for the food necessary to prepare the dinners we serve to the homeless in our community.  On November 30, we served over 150 people, 47 individuals/families donated food, 12 helped prepare it, 4 delivered it and 8 helped serve.

As you may know, the last page of our sign up sheets is for volunteers to help with the preparing/cooking of the meal, setting up at COA and for serving the meal.  There are enough hands at COA to take care of the set up and clean up but where we need assistance is in the serving of the meal.  Our next visit will be on February 29, please sign up to serve.

If you have never had an opportunity to serve our community in this way, you are missing a tremendous experience.  The feeling you get is hard to describe; it might be like the best birthday you've ever had or when you were a teen and you aced the test to get your driver's license.

The people who come through the line have obviously been experiencing hard times, some of them for many years; some of them are new to coming for a free meal. They are just so grateful and thankful for good, hot, nutritious food. They thank each server for their portion of the meal.

The real joy comes in knowing that we are doing what God wants us to do, which is, taking care of the poor. 

The Church in Society Board
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Mardi Gras Fundraiser Dinner

Saturday, February 25th at 5pm

In the Social Hall
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The evening will include:
- Chicken Diablo, back by popular demand!
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- Dessert

- Live Music by multiple ensembles

- New Orleans stories from

past chaperones and youth

- Childcare provided
We will also kick off our envelope fundraiser to help send our group of 18 to New Orleans this July for the ELCA National Youth Gathering.

We hope you and your family are able to join us!
Please make your reservation by calling the Church Office.
2012 PLEDGE UPDATE

If you have not completed a pledge for 2012 giving, you may still do so. As a reminder, if you have made a special pledge to support a full-time youth director in the past, consider adding that amount to your General Fund pledge.  In 2012, funding for the youth director comes from the General Fund, not from a restricted account. 

Currently, our General Fund pledges total $245,919.  In order to keep staffing and programming at the current level, we need pledges of $310,000 to the General Fund.  Our shortfall is $64,000.

Projected expenses for the 2012 General Fund total $411,500.  These expenditures were authorized by the 2011 Congregational Meeting and the Church Council.  This includes:

· Youth Director full time  ($16,400 increase from ¾ time)

· Nursery Attendant ($2,500) previously funded by special gift

· 10% benevolence  (2011 was 10.5%, net amount is higher)

· 3% raise for staff (totals $6,900)

Income for the 2012 General Fund would need to include:

· $310,000 in pledges

· $  43,000 from cell tower leases

· $  26,400 from Preschool

· $    9,800 from Youth Director restricted account

· $  22,300 (loose plate, facility use, holiday, Thrivent Choice)

$411, 500 TOTAL

Pledge forms are available in the Narthex or the church office.  If you can revise and increase your pledge for 2012, please complete one of these forms and mark it “Revised”.  

Thank you for your faithfulness in giving and for your consideration of this need!  

Safeguarding God’s Children©

At the 2010 Southwest California Synod Assembly, the resolution ‘Protecting Congregations and their Communities from Child Sexual Abuse’ was brought before the voting members.  These voting members overwhelmingly approved the resolution, which called for congregations in the synod to rededicate themselves to safeguard God’s children from sexual abuse, provide a process for congregations and agencies to train pastors, lay staff, teachers, and volunteers in identifying and preventing child sexual abuse, by bringing the light of the Gospel to bear in our world.

You can be a part of the solution to identifying and preventing child abuse.  Participate in a training here at Christ Lutheran Church Saturday, February 4, 2012.

Who needs to attend?  Parents, teachers, confirmation leaders, Sunday school teachers, grandparents, aunts & uncles – anyone who values the life of a child.  

Time?  9 a.m. to Noon.
Where?  Social Hall at Christ Lutheran Church – Long Beach.

Cost for the training?  $10.

An additional CPR training is offered the same day – from 1 – 2:30 p.m. 

Cost?  $30.

Certification? 2 years.
A noon meal will be provided for anyone attending both sessions.

* * Pastor Sara D. Sumner-Eisenbraun from Salem Lutheran Church in Glendale will facilitate the morning discussion.  She is a certified trainer/facilitator for SAFEGUARDING GOD’S CHILDREN © workshops, a highly respected program developed for the Episcopal Church USA.

* * *Laureen Starkenberg will lead the afternoon CPR training session.  Laureen has worked with our preschool staff and comes highly recommended.

Call the Christ Lutheran Church office to register for either or both of these training sessions.  

Register for:

____ Safeguarding God’s Children© 

____ CP Training

Scholarships are available.  Contact Marilyn Chelsvig or Courtney Cover at 562.598.2433.
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A Word the World Needs:

Lutheran Theology for Today and Tomorrow

Saturday, February 18, 2012
10:002.m.~12:30 p.m.
Lundring Events Center

California
Lutheran
University

60 West Olsen Road
Thousand Oaks,
California

91360

SPONSORED BY:
Lutherans Concered/
Los Angeles
Segerhammar Center for Faith
and Culture—California
Lutheran University
Southwest California Synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

In an age of increasing polarization among,
Christian communities, and a growing gulf
between the religiously committed and the
entisely secular,is there room for a
Chsist-centered, historically-rooted but
inclusive Christian theology that
understands Jesus as God's response fo 2
fearful humanity?

‘What can "being Christian” mean for
Lutherans today in an increasingly com-
plex world? How can Lutheran theology
‘meet the challenge of a culfural
reassessment of sexual noms, human
relationships, and moral life—ean the old.
wineskins still hold today's new wine?

oy

R Guy Erwin, director of the
Segerhammar Center for Faith and
Culture. and holder of CLU's Gerhard and
Olga J. Belgum Chair in Lutheran
Confessional Theology. teaches the history
of Christianity and Lutheran studies and is

internationally recognized as an authority
on Martin Luther's ife and thought. An
ordained minister i the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, Erwin was
educated at Harvard and Yale and the
universities of Tibingen and Leipzig in
Germany.

Lutherans
Concerned/
Los Angeles
presents the

2012
Marc Anton
Reilly
Lecture

For more information,
contact Linda LeBlanc at

805-493-3936 or
leblano@callutheran.edu










